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Communities living to glorify God 

Unique, fragile and beautiful...giving life meaning. 

Have you noticed that once again it is winter in Iowa?  We all know how difficult our 
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the car problems.  Life can be harsh and at time downright depressing.   It is times like 
this that one might go so far as to even question the meaningfulness of life itself.  How 
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There is a word that is thrown around, yet given only passing recognition of its 
strength...OPTIMISM.  There are many famous people, such as Christopher Reeve and 
others who have demonstrated unbelievable optimism through the most challenging 
tragedies.  Yet there are ordinary people all around us who inspire us although they 
struggle with life.  If you make a short visit to Bethany Manor  you will witness this in-
spiration in great abundance.   
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times fragile, yet beautiful sense of meaning and purpose in our lives that we have 
come to rely upon.  It may be true that the old have fewer opportunities in the future, 
but they have more...they have realities of the past�r the potentialities they have actu-
alized, the meanings they have fulfilled, the values they have realized; and nothing or 
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ful snowflake that drifts slowly from the sky and shows all of us that there is beauty 
within the storm and that with faith we will discover this beauty within ourselves even 
in the most difficult times. 
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honored to have them in our midst.  Our residents give us meaning in our lives and we 
pray that we do the same for them.  Thank God for all of them.           by Larry Elphic 


