
W i n t e r ,  2 0 0 8   V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  1  A Publication of Bethany Life Communities  

Communities living to glorify God 

Unique, fragile and beautiful...giving life meaning. 

Have you noticed that once again it is winter in Iowa?  We all know how difficult our 
weather can sometimes be.  The cold, the ice, the ¬wind chill­ factor, the shoveling and 

the car problems.  Life can be harsh and at time downright depressing.   It is times like 
this that one might go so far as to even question the meaningfulness of life itself.  How 
does one say ¬yes­ to life in spite of the struggles and at times suffering?   

There is a word that is thrown around, yet given only passing recognition of its 
strength...OPTIMISM.  There are many famous people, such as Christopher Reeve and 
others who have demonstrated unbelievable optimism through the most challenging 
tragedies.  Yet there are ordinary people all around us who inspire us although they 

struggle with life.  If you make a short visit to Bethany Manor  you will witness this in-
spiration in great abundance.   

Although the ¬blizzard­ of life can visit any of us at any time, we need to keep our eye 
on the ¬snowflake­ that is a part of the storm.  That ¬snowflake­ is the unique, some-
times fragile, yet beautiful sense of meaning and purpose in our lives that we have 
come to rely upon.  It may be true that the old have fewer opportunities in the future, 

but they have more...they have realities of the past°the potentialities they have actu-
alized, the meanings they have fulfilled, the values they have realized; and nothing or 
nobody can ever remove this.  This ¬meaning­ is represented by that huge and wonder-

ful snowflake that drifts slowly from the sky and shows all of us that there is beauty 
within the storm and that with faith we will discover this beauty within ourselves even 
in the most difficult times. 

The ¬snowflakes­ that live within Bethany Life Communities are precious and we are 
honored to have them in our midst.  Our residents give us meaning in our lives and we 
pray that we do the same for them.  Thank God for all of them.           by Larry Elphic 
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The 20% Iowa Tax Credit 

If you donate $500 or more to 
the BLC Chaplaincy Endowment 

Fund in 2008 you will not only 
receive your federal and state 
charitable tax deduction...you 
can also receive a 20% tax 

CREDIT on your Iowa taxes.  Do 
the math...a $100,000 gift 
would give you a tax CREDIT of 

$20,000.  Let our Foundation 
show you how to receive this 
unbelievable tax break. 

¬Snowflakes are one of nature«s most fragile things, but 
just look at what they do when they stick together.­ 

Snowflakes remind me of the people we serve.  They are all 
uniquely beautiful and very fragile at the same time.  The snow-

flakes outside create winter beauty while the people we serve 
collectively create the beauty of character and wisdom from the 
many storms in life they have weathered. 

We, as an organization, have weathered storms in the past and 
will continue to do so in the future. The challenges we face be-
come opportunities to improve the programs and services we 
provide.  As we look into the future, we are committed to 

achieving our vision of becoming a ¬regionally recognized re-
source for comprehensive and innovative ageing services­.  It 
will take all of us, including our team members, families, volun-

teers, churches, pastors, donors and many friends to achieve 
this vision.  With the shared commitment from all us our elders 
will thrive. 

We ask, on behalf of those we serve, that you remain a vital 
part of this ministry by donating your time, talents and treas-
ures.  We challenge those who have donated financially to con-

sider increasing the amount you share.  For those of you who 
have not, we ask you to consider a donation this year.  If all of 
the 5000 individuals who receive this newsletter gave just 
$25.00, we would receive $125,000.  What a difference that 

would make.  We have many needs to meet in 2008.  Your gifts 
will help us meet the continual need for renovation in Bethany 
Manor, to strengthen our Chaplaincy services, showing our staff 

how much we appreciate their kindness, plus much more. 

This newsletter«s appeal is designated to our Employee Appre-
ciation Fund.  Show our staff you care and give your $25.00 

challenge to those who really deserve a pat on the back. 

All of your gifts make the lives of those we serve better.  Join 
us in helping our elders thrive.  You«ll be glad you did!  God 

bless you. 

      Betsy 


