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The Chaplaincy
As we walk through our 

centennial year, the words of a hymn 
seem to echo in 
my heart; “Oh 
God our help in 
ages past, Our 
hope for years to 
come.”  Those 
words are a 
powerful 
reminder that it 
was God who gave 
Bethany Life birth;  it is God who 
has blessed the organization for 100 
years and it is God who gives the 
vision for the future.

The Centennial Celebration is a 
time to celebrate and honor the  
past and to remember who we are 
and the ministry and service that 
God has called us to.  As we 
remember, we can anticipate the 
future with confidence.

Time and time again in scripture 
God exhorted his people to 

remember.  For it was 
in their remembering 
that they had hope 
and strength for  
the future.  

 
So we remember and 
give thanks.  We 
remember and 

celebrate.  We remember and step 
into the future with confidence, for 
God is faithful.  

In His Service,

Chaplain Sandy
Chaplain Sandy Anenson

As we remember, we can  

anticipate the  
future with confidence.

From the President & CEO
Bethany Life is celebrating our 100th 
anniversary in 2014.  Our longevity is 
not an accident.  As you look at our 
history, you will see the essentials of 
organizational life repeated often:  
Benevolence, Stewardship, Teamwork, 
Personal Development, Growth,  
and Innovation.  These values have 
given Bethany Life the vitality we  
need to not only carry on, but to  
lead and thrive.  

I am personally honored to be a part 
of Bethany Life as we celebrate our 
Centennial and honor those we have 
served while we ready ourselves for 
those we will serve in the future. I am 
proud to work with a dedicated group 
of people who show compassion and 
love every single day. As a team, we 
are motivated to begin our second 
century with high expectations and 
high hopes. There is work to be done 
– but with the support and faith of our 
community, we will continue to evolve 

yet remain committed to our 
convictions which have brought us 
here today.

In 2014 we begin a journey we have 
proudly named Building Tomorrow.  
This is a journey that will impact 
generations to come.  There is no 
doubt that this journey will take time, 
hard work, and resources, but we are 
fully committed and excited.  This is a 
sentinel moment; a legacy time for  
our organization, our community,  
and for you.

This year the look and feel of  
Bethany Life will change. We are 
changing the culture of our 
organization. We are changing the 
physical appearance of our building. 
Yet, through all of this, we hold true  
to our values and our faith.

Bethany Life is truly a community 
legacy that was born from a deep 

commitment 
to those in 
need.  That 
commitment 
is as strong 
today as it 
ever has 
been. This is 
because of you: our community, our 
member churches, our friends, our 
volunteers, and our employees. Thank 
you for your support. Together we will 
ensure that our ministry of serving 
olders adults in a place they can truly 
call home will continue for many 
years to come!

Gratefully,  

Betsy Warburton
Betsy Warburton, President and CEO

The residents and volunteers enjoy a hymn-sing in the Chapel (2012).

The Chapel at our 75th Anniversary (1989) Chaplain Sandy with Residents 

	Bethany Life’s mission is to help older adults thrive in their life 
journey, living in a Christian environment of hope and compassion.

	Bethany Life will become a regionally recognized resource for 
comprehensive and innovative aging services.

Benevolence, Stewardship, Personal Growth, Innovation, 
Teamwork, & Relationships.

Our Mission

Our Vision 

Our Values



Volunteer Spotlight Generations of  Emp loy ees
Ruth Gabrielson and Betsy 
(Gabrielson) Warburton have 
dedicated their careers to serving 
the residents of Bethany Life. 
Although they only worked side 
by side for a short time, each 
has dedicated heart and soul to 
helping older adults thrive in 
Story City, Iowa.

Ruth served at Bethany Manor 
for just under 30 years. Most of 
her time was spent as Director 
of Nursing. She saw many loved 
ones, both residents and staff, 
come and go throughout the 
years. “Time goes so quickly,” 
says Ruth. She most enjoyed 
spending time with the residents. 
“Whenever I was unhappy with 
the way things were, I’d visit the 
residents and that would make it 
all alright,” she says.

Betsy started her career at 
Bethany Life as Director of 
Human Resources in 1996, and 
became administrator in 1998. 
In 2005 she was named President 
and CEO and continues to serve 
in that role. Under her leadership, 
the organization has expanded 
greatly in an effort to better serve 
older adults at a variety of care 
levels including Assisted Living, 
Independent Living, At-Home 
Care, and now a new Continuing 
Care at Home program.

Prior to her roles in leadership, 
Betsy served as a CNA working 
evenings and summers during 
school. She served as a CNA from 
1976-1982. For a few of those 
years, she had the pleasure of 

working with her mom. “Mom 
and I have a great relationship 
and it was a pleasure to work 
with her. I’ve admired her 
incredible commitment to 
Bethany and to the people we 
serve. I had a good teacher,” says 
Betsy of her time spent with 
Ruth. “I couldn’t show her any 
favorites,” adds Ruth, “but she 
was a good worker. We had a lot 
of fun in those days.”

While many things about the 
organization have changed 
throughout the years, much has 
remained the same. “The physical 
plants, structure, and procedures 
have changed, while the care for 
people, the dedication of the staff, 
and our faith-based foundation 
have stayed the same,” says Ruth. 
“Our faith-based foundation has 
always been here and will always 
be here. It’s a cornerstone of what 
we do,” adds Betsy.

Though each served in leadership 
roles, they share the same view 
of their place in the organization. 
“Many hands make light work—

Ruth Gabrielson, left, and her 
daughter Betsy Warburton, right, have 
been integral to Bethany Life’s service 
and leadership.

that’s what Grandma used to say,” 
says Betsy. “Many people tend to 
think that a place is successful 
because of the CEO’s leadership, 
but it takes every single person in 
the organization to make it work. 
I’m just here to support others—
that’s really how I see my role.” 
“That’s exactly how I saw my role,” 
adds Ruth. Both agree that it takes 
an entire community to make an 
organization like Bethany Life 
successful. “There are so many 
people who have touched this  

place that we’ll never be able 
to thank. Every single one has 
contributed to what we are today,” 
says Betsy.

True to the family-friendly culture 
of the organization, it’s evident 
that to the Gabrielsons, family is 
important. “My husband was one  
of our biggest fans. On snowy 
nights he’d go out and pick up 
staff so they could get to work,” 
says Ruth. The family still enjoys 
spending time together. “We have 
a great family,” says Ruth. “Each 
of them has a genuine care and 
concern for older adults.” 

Reflecting on her career and years 
past, Ruth says of her time, “I feel 
blessed because I had all those years 

with employment right here in
Story City and I loved it. That’s 
really a blessing. My husband used 
to say if you can work your whole 
life at something you really love, 
what can be better than that?”

“I had the incredible privilege of 
working in the original building- a 
big old brick building with no air 
conditioning. It was filled with character 
but there weren’t elevators to every 
level. I used to take my breaks on the 
verandah - we’d have supper out there. 
I remember the men’s pool hall where 
the men would spend their afternoons 
visiting and playing pool.” -BetsyRuth started at $3.50/hour and worked 3-11pm passing medicine.

Maripat Higgins of Roland has 
been volunteering for Bethany 
Life for three years. She spends 
Wednesday mornings and 
Saturday afternoons helping 
customers and pricing items at 
Affordables in downtown Story 
City. All proceeds from the 
store benefit the Bethany Life 
Foundation. In addition to her 
time at Affordables, Maripat 
contributes her quilting talents on 
Tuesdays. Proceeds from the items 
quilted and created also benefit the 
Bethany Life Foundation.  

Her husband, Bob, recently  
served a term on the Board of 
Directors, which is what made 
her aware of and interested in 
volunteer opportunities. 

Outside of volunteering for 
Bethany Life, Maripat teaches 
Sunday School at Bergen Lutheran 
Church in Roland and Faith 
Formation at St. Cecilia in Ames. 
She has four children and four 
grandchildren. We thank you, 
Maripat, for your contributions to 
Bethany Life.

Thank you, Maripat!

(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)





To give a gift, please contact:
Larry Elphic

515-509-3299
larry@bethanylife.org

Building Tomorrow Campaign

$100,000 
Two donors needed with household naming available ($200,000)

$25,000 
Two donors needed with area naming opportunities ($50,000)

$10,000 
Five donors needed with area naming opportunities ($50,000)

$5000 
Ten donors needed with living area recognition opportunities ($50,000) 

$2500 
Twenty donors needed with living area recognition opportunities ($50,000) 

$1000 
One hundred or more available for purchase—glass blocks ($100,000)  

$500 
Two hundred or more available for purchase—landscaping block pavers ($100,000)

$100 
One hundred or more available for purchase—landscaping brick pavers  ($10,000)

Visionary 
Designer 

Contractor 
Foreman 

Journeyman 
Artisan 

Apprentice 
Worker

Jim & Marcia Adix
Gary & Kathryn Aitchison
Carl & Judy Allen
Tops #IA 26 
Carroll & Laurine Anderson
Craig & Sylvia Anderson
Danny & Marcia Anderson
Lorene Anderson
Rebecca Anderson
Allison Appel
Kenneth Appelgate
Tasha Atkinson
Roger & Charlotte Auestad
Rod & Janice Avey
C.D. and Sharon Axland
Joan Baird
Dr. Louis & Pat Banitt
James & Mary Barr
William Bathie
Dorothy Baum
Larry or Kathy Beaty
Greg A. & Rosemary L. Bennett
Marianne Berhow
Robert & Mazel Birkeland
Cindy Blomberg
James & Sharon Brewer
Steve Brodie
J. Ben & Sarah Buck
JoAnn & Verle Burgason
William & Donna Busch
Bernice Caltvedt
Ernest Caltvedt
Barb Campbell
Ronald Chelsvig
Sondra Childs-Smith & Dennis 

Smith
Beverly Christenson
Lenora Christian
Glendora Clark & Diane Merrill
John W. & Nancy E. Clough
Robert C. & Mary L. Cole
Randy & Carol Collings
Clarice Collins
Avis J. Compton
William and Sue Cronin
Jim Cue
Joyce Cummings
Dean & Patricia Cumpston
Zada Danielson
Robert & Joyce Davis
Banita Deaton

Linda & Steve Disbrowe
Terrell & Lisa Durby
Mike & Jo Durlam
Riverside Conference ELCA
Cheryl Eddy
Irvin & Sarah Egeland
Charles & Virginia Egemo
Robert & Portia Eischen
Phillip & Carolyn Ellingson
Scott & Carlene Enderson
Larry & Jean Engelson
Marilyn Erickson
Arlen & Eloise Ericson
Randal & Catherine Fitzgerald
Fjeldberg Lutheran Church
Teresa A. Flynn
Ruth Foss
Bonnie Frandsen
Mrs. Harold (Leah) Frandson
Charles & Patricia Frandson
Dennis & Janice Freeman
Wendell & Lois Frette
Charlotte Friest
Mike & Melanie Frisk
Steven & DeAnn Frisk
Curtis & Beth Frohwein
Dan & Nancy Garnder
Ron & Helen Gates
Pr. Randy & Shelly Gehring
Cathy Gerjets
Henry & Janet Gray
Bob & Holly Greiner
Gene & Jill Grimsley
Michael Grinney
Richard Kim Gross
John & Deanna Gunderson
H L B
Teresa Haaland
Kent and Mary Anne Hagen
John & Nancy Halleland
Gary and Diane Handeland
Janet & Gary Handeland
Harlan & Barbara Hanson
Lavonne Hanson
Orlin & Marilyn Hanson
Todd Hanson
Catherine Harrell
Jane and Mike Harrell
Lloyd & Donald Harris
Mavis Hatteberg
James & Grace Helland

Rosemary Hennessy
Inge Herigstad
Ethel Herrick
Mark Herrick
Ronald & Elayne Hested
K.A. & R.M. Hetland
Charlotte Hill
Rolen & Clara Hill
Glenn & Dr. Arnhild Hillesland
Jim Hoekstra
Kevin & Candi Holm
Richard & Sandra Horton
Mary & Arthur Hovick
Mary Imsland
Fred & Arlene Ingo
Becky Irish
Floyd & Shirley Isebrands
LaVerne Iverson
Greg & Sandra Jacobson
Lorraine Jacobson
Lawrence & Carol Jahn
Carroll & Carol Kay Jewell
Rich & Janice Johansen
James & LuAnn Johnson
Robert & Lucille Johnson
William & Colette Johnston
Rupert & Carmen Kenyon
Joann Kinyon
Gary & Jerilyn Klaver
Kathleen Kleywegt
Lawrence Knaphus
David & Susan Knippel
Herbert Knutson
Donald & Marilyn Kolbe
Nicholas & Kelly Kopp
Roy & Esther Kuhn
Marilyn R. Kyme
Mavis Lane
Wayne & Mary Jo Larson
Delores Larson
Joseph & Christina Larson
Katherine & Andrew Latham
Marilyn Lekwa
Robert & Maxine Lekwa
Jerry & Janice Lewis
Michael & Terri Loneman
Hunter & Nancy Lott
Mark & Sharon Lund
Audrey Marple
Kari & Mike Matheason
Gordon & Marilyn McConnell

Jerry McCoy
Tom & Judy McDonald
Margo McNabb
Tina Merrill
Ronald & Tonya Meyer
Marj Michaelson
Ardyce & Robert Miller
Kermit  Miskell
Rachel Thorson Mithelman
Sharon Jo Morrical
Doug & Brenda Mortvedt
Walter D. Mortvedt
Wendell & Marilyn Mortvedt
Richard & Katherine Munsen
Mary Lou Murray
Vera Myers
Dean & Vivian Nelson
Carolyn J. Nelson
Paul & Sandra Nelson
Paul and Kathryn Nelson
Edward & Rhoda Nerem
John & Patti Nervig
Robert & Kathy Nervig
Janet R. Norris
Don & Zola Obe
Jim & Gloria Oberender
Melvin Oberhokamp
Larry & Sally Obrecht
Lyle & Carol Obrecht
James & Frankee Oleson
Steven A. & Janet S. Olson
J. Eugene & Ruth Olson
Jean Olson
Mildred Olson
Todd & Charlene Olson
Grace Orcutt
David & Rosemary Osheim
Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Allan L. & Patricia A.  Pearson
Betty J. Peters
Charles J. Petersen
Madelon E.  & Wendell C. 

Peterson
Mary Phillips
Rod & Ingrid Place
Dennis & Colleen Posegate
Delbert & Darlene Quam
Wanda Rahto
Russell & Idella Richardson
Thane Rockhill
Al M. & Norma J. Sandvick

Candy L. Schainker
Frank & Jane Schill
Rosella & Robert Schlegel
Robert & Diana Schmidt
David & Bambi Schrader
E. Lavonne Schumann
David & Lisa Seuferer
Norma Sexe
Tamra Shadlow
Michael & Linda Sharp
John & Maureen Sleper
James & Diane Smith
Elaine Snyder
G.Ruth Springer
Larry & Nancy Squier
St. Paul WMF
Ronald (Red) & Marilyn 

Stenberg
Betty Lou Stumpf
Marie Stupp
Larry & Sandy Swanson
Susan and Kim Sylvester
Verne & Donna Tanner
Steve & Susan Tharp
Harold & Janice Thompson
Eloise Thorson
Jeanette Tjelmeland
Karene Topp
Marilyn Hanson & Ted Tostlebe
Bruce & Sandra Trca-Black
Etsuro & Almira Uemura
Paul & Vera Anne Valde
Ruth D. Valen
Susan Vigants
James & Bernice Voga
Robert & Lois Vohs
Virginia Wadsley
Joella Wallace
Bill & Betty Waters
Judean & Ruth Weltha
Rob & Gail White
Vivian Whitmore
Robert & Marelyn Wicks
Wallace Wierson
Cynthia Williamson
Lowell & M. Louise Yager
Darla Zrostlik

Supporter   $1 - $99

Access Systems
Ackley State Bank
Robert & Carolyn Ahlstrom
American Business Phones
Anderson-Erickson Dairy 

Company
Gary & Dee Anderson
Anonymous
Rick Arnold
Cheryl Baker
Tim & Pamela Bellerbeck
Dennis & Carla Benard
Bergen Lutheran Church
Bethany Lutheran Church
Bethel Lutheran Church
Betty M. Bielenberg
Julie & Jerry Bisher
Karen Block
Fay Bohn
Brekken, Wynia & Hyland, P.C.
Margaret Candler
Gary Carpenter
Brian & Peggy Carr
Central States Roofing Co
Linda Christensen
Keith & Elaine Christian
Kenwood & Teresa Christian
Jon A. & Janeen M. Christy
Combustion Control Co.
Compass Business Solutions/

Record Printing Co.
Cook Family Dentistry PC
James & Janice Cornwell
Joel & Mary Danielson
Elizabeth Danielson

Orville Davis
M.H. Eby Inc.
Betty Elsberry
George & Mary Engstrom
Van Wall Equipment
Margaret Blauvelt Estate
JRK Investments, LLC
Evelyn Faga
Kathy Filipiak
Lyle and Ardis Fitzgerald
Esther Frandsen
Eugene & Florence Furman
Ruth Gabrielson
Gary Thompson Oil Company
Steve Goodhue
Gookin Ford
Great Western Bank
Randy & Sally Greenfield
Ruth Grimsley
Mark & Holly Grubb
Lloyd & Ilene Guard
Bobby Hall
Hammer Incorporated
Mildred Hanson
Jan & Sharon Haugen
Mark & Karen Haugland
Mike & Ann Healy
Robert & Marilyn Henley
Colleen Henryson
Philip J. Hermanson
Janice Hetland
Burnell Hill
Nathan & Betsy Hill
Spencer Hill
John & Angie Hinz

Allen & Wanda Holm
Holmes Murphy & Associates 

Inc
Nelson Dean Huseby
Indoshell Precision 

Technologies, LLC
Edward Jones Investing
Beth Isvik
Jane L. Jackson
Karel S. Johnson
Joanne Johnson
Winnie Johnson
Aaron & Kathy Keller
Arthur  Ketelsen & Helen 

Involdstad
Barbara Klein
Gerald & Eileen Klonglan
Robert & Karen Klopping
Warren B. Kuhn
Continental Wholesale, LLC
Golden Valley Hardscapes LLC
Ilene Lage
Steve & Deb Lage
Jeanette Larson
James & Mary Lemley
Theo & Christine Leverenz
Mary & Peter Limas
Manatts, Inc.
Wilfred & Ileen Marks
Doris Mathre
Dwight McVicker
Dr. Carol Meldman
Avis Moody 
Robert J. Moratz DPM, PC
Milton Mussehl

Suzanne K. Nelson
William & Sherlee Stanford  

Nelson
Norsemen Realty
Merlyn Okland
Kindred Healthcare Operating, 

Inc
Duane Osheim
Palestine Lutheran Church
Robert & Rita Parrish
Dom & Ann Pellegreno
Pete Tekippe Photography
Peterson’s Paint & Floors, Inc.
Mark & Barb Peterson
NuCara Pharmacy
Gregory J & Caroline Phillips
David & Donna Pribyl
Dave & Kathy Quam
Elwood Rafdal
Rocke A. Rahfeldt
John & Patty Rathmacher
Harold & Julia Ridpath
Donald & Doris Riggs
Lisa & Brian Roggendorf
Pr. Conrad & Mary Rolland
Lorraine Romsey
Scott & Carrie Russel
Cynthia Ryan-McLain
Salem Lutheran Church
Mary Ann Sandvold
Delores Sansgaard
Ernest Sansgaard
Richard & Linda Schultz
Sandy Searl
Laura Severson

A. James & Jo M. Shold
Tim & Linda Shuck
Soderstrum Funeral Homes
Phyllis Soderstrum
Elsie Spaid
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
Robert & Karen Stangeland
W. Bradley & Carolyn Stensland
Kay Stephens
W. Robert Stephenson
Betty A. Stoll
Story City Building Products, 

Co.
Duane & Marty Swanson
Sinold & Amy Swenson
Lillian Tegels
Norman & Dianne Tempel
Clarion & Doradene Thompson
Selma Thoreson
Jon & Carla Tollefson
True Value Hardware
Janet Tungesvick
Harris “Pete” & Viola Twedt, Jr.
Jo & Al Twedt
Loren & Solvay Twedt
Stephen & Naomi Tweet
Fred & Linda Vogtlin
Christina & Justin Walsh
Story City RV
Kathleen & Jeffrey Wellik
Paul & Cheryl White
Robert & Sherilyn Witowski
Carol Wright
Zion Lutheran Church

Friend of Bethany $100 - $499

James & Cathryn Ahrenholz
Pr. Stephen & Ch. Sandra Anenson
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Ames
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
William Burke Jr.
Dorothy Christy
Raymond & Lois Danielson

Glen Egland
Larry & Kathaleen Elphic
Susan Ernest
Linda A. Fullmer
Gilbert Lutheran Church
Dorothy Guhl
Haila Architecture Structure 

Planning

Stephen & Becky Hermanson
Peter & Janet Hermanson
Roy & Patricia Hougen
IBM International Foundation
Immanuel Lutheran Church
David & Camille Kundert
Douglas & Mary Mechaelsen

Roger & Lois Oakland
William & Susan Sandve
Story Construction Company
Bruce & Ann Thompson
Julia Anderson Revocable Trust
Tom & Stevie Walsh

Leadership  $1000 - $2499

Paul Barkema
Elim Lutheran Church

Alan & Karen Hermanson
Northeastern Iowa Synod-
ELCA

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans

Trinity Lutheran Church
Jay & Betsy Warburton

Benefactor  $2500 - $4999

BLF AFFORDABLES
Bethany Life Volunteers

Carl E. Hermanson
Gary & Judy Hested

Sharon Martin
Olive Sampson

Lucille Simmering
Corwin & Kay Stephan

Humanitarian $5000+

Levels of Giving

Thank You to our 2013 Donors of all Levels:

Stewardship   $500 - $999
David & Susan Amensen
American Packaging Flexo 

Division
MB Enterprises of Ames
Exchange State Bank
Reliance State Bank
DeWayne & Cathy Berg
Dorothy Berleen
Austin & Tarra Carlson

Bethany Lutheran Church, Kelley
Country Landscapes
DDM Electric
Charlene Fox
Health Care Services Group, Inc
Michael & Kimberly Hermanson
Robert & Maripat Higgins
James Lewis & Buel Hogan-Lewis
Pr. Tom & Sandy Hunt
Jon & Bonnie Hunziker

Edward & Leanna Jacobson
Arlene Johnson
Richard & Gene Johnson
Pr. Glenn & Mary Kappelmann
Howard & Barb Larson
Jeanette Layton
Oakland Corporation
Paul & Claudia Pauk
Jerry & Ann Pearson
Elizabeth & Roger Porter

Prairie Brand Seed
PDG Printing
Jeffrey & Danna Russel
Ryun, Givens & Co., P.L.C.
Scott & Vicki Saienga
Sauer-Danfoss
Shirley Stakey
Connie & Tom Sweeney
David & Donna Teigland
Jim & Amy Twetten



Ascension Lutheran, Ames
Bergen Lutheran, Roland
Bethany Lutheran, Kelley

Bethany Lutheran, McCallsburg
Bethel Lutheran, Story City
Bethesda Lutheran, Ames
Bethesda Lutheran, Jewell

Capitol Hill Lutheran, Des Moines
Elim Lutheran, Randall

Fjeldberg Lutheran, Huxley
Gilbert Lutheran, Gilbert

Grace United Methodist, Story City
Immanuel Lutheran, Story City
Our Savior’s Lutheran, Radcliffe
Our Savior’s Lutheran, Stanhope

Palestine Lutheran, Huxley
Salem Lutheran, Radcliffe
Salem Lutheran, Roland

St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Ames
St. Cecilia Catholic, Ames
St. Peter & Paul, Gilbert

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Jewell
St. Paul Lutheran, Williams

St. Petri Lutheran, Story City
Stavanger Free Lutheran, Garden City

Trinity Lutheran, Ellsworth
Zion Lutheran, Radcliffe

From the Historical Society

Our M emb er Churches

In the end of April 1913, Story 
City was full of contractors from 
all over the state, bidding on 
construction of the Sanitarium as 
well as the hotel and auditorium 
block.  The contract for the 
Sanitarium was let to C.F. Reimer 
& Co. of Marshalltown, who 
offered to put up the building 
without heating and plumbing for 
$19,493.  Towards the end of May, 
the contract for plumbing and 
heating was awarded to T.T. Holm.  
His bid was lowest, being $4,800.

The Sanitarium and Old People’s 
Home was the last building to 
be completed in the Sanitarium 
Addition.  The Sanitarium was 
located where Bethany Manor is 
today, 212 Lafayette Ave. 

The funds to build the Sanitarium 
were raised from local donations.  
By May 8th, 1913 the total sum 
subscribed to date was $27,500, 
donated by about 550 people, 
making an average subscription of 
$50.  A considerable part of this 
amount was not available at that 

time, as many of the 
subscriptions were 
made on a two, three, 
or four year payment 
plan.  Not one cent 
of the subscriptions 
was spent in hiring 
solicitors.  Every dollar that was 
donated went directly into the 
building of the Sanitarium.  At 
that time, two-thirds of the money 
subscribed had been given by 
people in or near Story City and 
five acres of land had been donated 
to the institution by local people.   

In the beginning of June, the 
contract to build the Sanitarium 
was given to the Cole Bros. 
of Ames. The Marshalltown 
contractor who originally received 
the contract got cold feet and 
forfeited his deposit of $500 rather 
than go ahead with the job.  
N.M. Nelson received the contract 
for excavation.

A large crowd was on hand 
on Friday, October 31, the day 
selected for the laying of the 

cornerstone of the Sanitarium.  
By this point the building was 
now under cover and was being 
plastered.  The ceremony began 
at 1:30 in the afternoon with the 
program outlined as follows: 
music, Story City Band; opening 
remarks, President O.S. Boyd; 
addresses by Rev. T.T. Heimarck, 
Rev. H. Solum; address and 
cornerstone laying by Prof. J.N. 
Kildahl of Northfield, MN.

By December 18th the structure 
was near completion with only 
some interior finish yet to be done.  
The Sanitarium and Old People’s 
Home opened in 1914 and 11 
people were admitted that year.  
Over the first 10 years, 61 people 
were admitted to the home.

By Kate Feil, Director
Story City Historical Society

1914 Fun Facts
New in 1914
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Popular Songs
Keepers Dolly Duds Designs  
The Tango
$100 Bill
Two-Speed Harley Davidson
(Ideal Machine for Sidecar use)

Henry
Albert 
Charles
Frederick
Thomas
James
George
John 
William

Born in 1914
George Reeves	 “Gone with the Wind”
Norman Lloyd	 “Dead’s Poet Society”
Robert Wise	 “The Sound of Music”
Beatrice Straight	 “Poltergeist”
Ruth White	 “To Kill a Mockingbird”

Historical Events in 1914

“Can’t You Hear Me Callin’ Caroline”
“Goodbye Girls, I’m Through” (from Chin-Chin)
“I Love the Ladies”
“A Tango Dream”
“A Little Bit of Heaven, Shure They Call It Ireland”

Feb 16	 First airplane flight (LA to SF)
Apr 22	 Babe Ruth’s 1st professional game (as a pitcher) is a 6-hit 6-0 win
May 9	 President Wilson proclaims Mother’s Day
Jul 28	 WWI began when Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
Jul 29	 First transcontinental phone link made between NYC & SF
Aug15	 Panama Canal opens
Oct 19	 Post Office uses 1st automobile to collect and deliver mail
Dec 21	 First feature-length silent film comedy 
 	 “Tillie’s Punctured Romance” released (Charlie Chaplin)

Sanitarium and  
Old People’s Home

Elsie
Edith
Alice

Dorothy
Annie

Florence
Margaret
Elizabeth

Mary

The original program - written entirely in Norwegian



Save the Date!

	

Bethany Manor 
212 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 50248 
515.733.4325 

Fax: 515.733.5293  
E-mail: office@bethanylife.org

Cedar Place 
812 Cedar Street 

Story City, Iowa 50248 
515.733.2904 

Fax: 515.733.6111

Timberland Village 
725 Timberland Drive 
Story City, Iowa 50248 

515.733.6500 
Fax: 515.733.9376

Bethany Life Foundation 
212 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 50248 
515.733.4325 

Fax: 515.733.5293 
Website: www.bethanylife.org

Affordables Thrift Store 
630 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Story Ctiy, Iowa 50248 
515.733.5304

212 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 50248

Return Service Requested

If you do not want to receive future 
publications or fundraising requests 

supporting Bethany Life  you may call 
515-733-3040 and request to be removed 

from our mailing list.  Thank you.

100 Year Anniversary Celebration
April 27th   •   3:00–5:00

212 Lafayette Ave., Story City 

nonprofit 
organization
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